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I . 1 1 2 15 5 
5 14 And ** rent his ther i an = to the 
earth upon his face before the ark of the Lo RD, un- 
lil the even- tide, he and the elders 4 ffrach, and 
| &® duſt uport their heads. | | 
7 And 22 aid, Alas, O Lord 3 p, N 
= haft thou at all brought this people over for- 
dan, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, 
to deſtroy us? would to God we had been content, 
| and dwelt on the other fide Jordan. 
980 Lord, what ſhall Tſay, when Noel turtieth 
their backs before their enemies? 
g For the Canaamtes, and all the inhabitants of 
the land. ſhall: hear of it, and ſhall environ us 
round, and cut off our name from the earth: and 
what wilt thou do unto thy great name? 
10 Þ And the Lord ſaid unto Foſhua,'Get thee 
wp; wherefore lieft thou thus upon thy face? 
-11 Jfrael hath fenned, and they have alſo tran/* 
£ greſſed my covenant which I commanded them: for 
they have even taken of the accurſed thing, and 
have alſo ftolen, and diſſembled alſo, aud * have 


put it even among/i their own fu. 

12 Therefore the children of Iſrael could not. 
fland before their enemies, but turned their backs 
before their enemies, becauſe they were accurſed: 
neu ber will I be with you' any more, cand. ye 
defiroy the accurſed from you. 
* 13 Up, ſanctiſy the prople, and ſay, Sand; 9 
yourſelves againſt to-morrow': for thus ſdith the 
Lord God of IHuel, There is an accunſed thing in 
the midſt of thee, O Hrael. thou canſt not ſtand "of 
fore thine enemies, until ye take awa 4 the eg 
thing from a __ W 


ov 


. 


1 u the morning therefore ass by 5 
. to 222 and it hall be e he 2 
tribe which the LORD tabeth, ha | 
ing tothe families thereof; and the family which 
the Lox D ſhall take; ſhall come by houſeholds ; and 


the houſehold WL hich the Band penn rar JO 


TT 


| come man by man. | 
15 Audi it ſhall be, thar he har i is 5 avith 


. the accur/ed thing, ſhall be burnt with fire, he and 
all that he hath: becauſe he hath tranſoreſfſed 
the covenant of the Lon Dy and. e _ hath 
wrought folly in Tjrael. 
16 J So Joſhua roje up e in 1 mg 
. aud brought Iſrael by thei tribes; ; and FE frabb 4 
Judah was taten: \. 
17 And he brought the family ol Judah) 3 a 
took. hy famil;. of the Zarhites: and he\brought 
the family of the 2 arbites man e, and 2 abdi 
daf tatenn e 
18 And be Wirte "TR bouſcliola man by man; 
and Achan the ſon o, Curmm, the ſon of Z abdi, 
the ſon of 2 erab, of the tribe off Fullab Was. 
taken." 
19 And J b bd we Mohan; Myth n 
Ipray thee, glory to the Lo RD God of Iſrael, and 
male confeſſion unto him; and tell me nor what 
bon haft done, hide it not from me. 
20 And Achan anſwered:Joſhua, FA fark, The 


= deed I have fined againſt the Torn God of K 
| raeh, and thus and thus have I done. La, 

21 When TI ſaw'among the ſpoils a pooh Ba- 
Bias arment, and two hundred ſhekels of fil 


ny and a "I of gold of fifty TOO — 
A 2 8 


"come accords 


ll Iſrael ſtoned him with flones, and burned them 


C 
tben 1 coveted them, and took, them and. bebols, 
they are hid in the earth, a6hthe- gi of e : 

and tbe ſiluer under it. F 

22 A S9:;Fo/bua ſent meſſengers, and 8 ran 

unto. the tent, and behold, it Was hid i in bit tent, and | 

the filuer under 21. l 1 : 
23 And they took them out 755 the miduef the 
tant, and brought them unto Joſbua, and unto all 

Lo aba of rac, and laid them 0 ur the | 
—AA V w | 
-24 4nd Job. ond all Thraet with 4d Py r 
42 the fon of Zerah, and the ſilver; and the 

garment, and the wedge of gold, and his. ſons, and 

s daughters, and his oxen, and his aſſes, and hi 

ſheep, and his tent, and all that 'they had; and 

they brought them unto, the valley of Achor. 

* 5 444 Folbua ſaid, Why: haſt thou. troubled 

us?. the LorD ſhall trouble thee this dar. And 


. 


>. > 2 


bb, en ads 


with fre, after they had floned them with flones. 
26 And they. raiſed aver him a- great heap of 
Hanes unto this. day: So the LoRD furned from 
" the fierceneſs of his anger: wherefore the name 
1 on Plate was n en ao aabor unto 
GA 8 0 N s 


| Will firſt 8 the _ ook then offer | 
a a few obvious remarks upon the ſtriking hi- 
| br: it contains. Theſe remarks may appear to 
be unconnected, and the enlightened hearer may 
poſſibly deſiderate that unity without which a diſ- 
oourſe is tireſome, becauſe it is imperfect; but a 
little variety will be ſome ws r for 


— / / tos / cc A ano Hand Di: 


RF 


fe £43544 


that Busted Beſides — 
ſocial worſnip, the explieation and remarks Iipeak 
of are all that I — 271 as the public; exerciſes of 
this faſt day; and, if Lbe able, I will recite all Jam 
to ſay at one breath, without i interuption; but, if 
my ſtreng th begin to fail, I will, as uſual, ſtop 
in the middle, and, after ſinging a feu 1 
proceed to what my" men of this intended 
fhort diſcourſmã bids nent 1201 
Jacob's family en of farbaty: © ris 
fine perſons en ag. went down with them into 
Egypt; and, after they and their poſterity had 
dwelt there above two hundred years, their go- 
ing up to nne 7 the land of Canaan is certainly 
one of the moſt: celebrious migrations of an- 
tient Wee eee is fo in holy writ; and it is 
ſo alſo in the page of heathen hiflorian 
PRRLAN TVs, at the head of a few hundreds 
of Parthenians mügrating from Lacedaemon 
to Tarentum, is but a diminutive affair; com- 
pared with ſix hundred thouſand Fighting: men; 
their wives, their children, their cattle, travelling 
through the deſerts of Arabia to Paleſtine, the 
land which God had promiſed to Abraham, theis 
illuftrious anceſtor, conducted hy a great per- 
ſonage, who was the ſoul of the expedition, was 
their Captain, their, Logiſanors y_ aa Wage. | 
This, you know, was Moſes. 
Mioſes, the man of God, wa now de 
had, by conqueſt, got the lands of Og and 8i- 
hon, to the caſtward of Jordan, which/werefufs. 
ficient for two of the twelve tribes to ſettle upon; 8 
hy care. a. * ſettlements for the other 


161 3 


ſo great a work, that brave and vigilant Captain 


loſt no time; he began with religion; he ſet the 
ſoldlers to the performance of ſome ceremonies 
and ſolemn acts of the Jewiſh ſyſtem, to fit them 
or hat was before them: he was called upon by 


Bod himſelf, to be ſtrong, and of good courage; 


he had: paſſed the Jordan by a miracle; for, at 


that time, the river overflowed all his banks: 
And; as they that bare the ark came unto Jor- 


+ dan; and he feet of the” prieſts chat bare the 


* ark were dipped in the brim of the water, the 
water that came from above ſtood and roſe up 


© upon an heap®*,” Joſhua ſoon advanced to Je- 


richo, the n city of Palm · trees; there he 


met with the Angel of the Covenant, with his 


ſword drawn in his hand, and by him he was en- 
couraged. The operations of war were inſtantly 


days, «ſeven prieſts, bearing ſeven trumpets' of 


<:rams-horas, compaſſed the city, and blew with 


« the trumpets; and the ark of the covenant of 


7 the Lord followed them.“ On the firſt of the 


ſeven days they did ſo. And on the ſecond day 


they compaſſeil the city once, and cena into 
the camp: ſo they did ſix days. And it came 


to paſs on the ſeventh day, that they roſe early 


about the dawning of the day, and compalled 


£5 the city after the ſame manner ſeven times: on- 


*1y on that day they compaſſed the city ſeven 
s times. And it came to paſs, at the ſeventh time, 


hen the prieſts blew with the trumpets, Joſhua 


T2030) Bb Johan iii. 5. . hee vi. ä . 


= 


tem tribes did-now devolve on Joſhua., To effect 


Jericho was ſtraitly inveſted; for ſeven 


_ 1 od = 6 — 3 — _ —_— 
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« aid unto the people, Shout, for tie Lord hath : 
given you the city. And the city ſhall: be ac- 

- curſed, even it,” and all that are/therein;—and 
© you, in any wiſe, keep yourſelves from the ac 

© eurſed thing, leſt ye 628 *g yourſelves accurſed; | 

« when:ye take of the accurſed thing, and make. 


the camp of Iſrael a curſe, and trouble it. But . 


J all the fiver and gold, and veſſels of braſs and 
iron are conſecrated unto the Lord, and they. 
£ ſhall come into the treaſury of the Lord. 80 
the people ſhouted when the prieſts blew with 


© the trumpets: and it came to paſs, when the > 


people heard the ſound of the trumpet and the. 
people ſhouted with a great ſhout; that the wall 
© fell down flat; ſo that the people went up into 
the city, every man ſtraight before him, and 
they took the city; and they utterly deſtroyed 


all that was in the city, both man and woman, 


© young and old, and ox, and ſheep, and aſs, 
© with the edge of the ſword,” Here, moſt cer- 
tainly, was a very dreadful i carnage: all that we 
can ſay of it is, that the ruin of the Amorites wWas 
foretold ſome ages before; and the cup of their 
iniquity was now full. God hath right to deſtroy 
the wicked, and he can employ wind, or rain, or 
fire, or wild beaſts, or even men, good or bad, to 
deſtroy them. And we may further ſay, that the 
extirpation of the 3 by the Jews, was, 
no doubt, appointed for juſt reaſons, though we 
do not fully ſee them? but we ſee, and know, that 
what the Jews did, by the command of God, in 
this caſe, is never to be drawn into a precedents 
we are to act . the ſenie of Janne] and huma- 


1 1 4: 
ö 

muy Acres the ET aleo. 
| rana 0 n e . | 
At Jericho, e met wich a very-cheap 1 
a victory 1 and, probably, they expected a conti- 
nuance of ſuch rapid furceſs; but, in the provi- W 
- dence of God, a check is given to their fanguine 
expectations, occaſioned by a daring ſin Which 
had been committed. It is this incident with 
which the chapter opens. Verſe iſt, But the 
* children of Iſrael committed: a:trefpaſs in the 
L accurſed thing: for Achan, the ſon of Carmi, 
the ſon of Zabdi, the ſon of Zerah, of the tribe 
of Judah, took of the accurſed thing, and the 
danger of the Lord was kindled againſt the ehil- 
b dren of Iſrael.“ A proclamation had been iſſued 
in the camp, warning every perſon againſt touch- 
ing the ſpoils of Jericho,” under pain of death, 
(Joſh. vi. 18.) and yet the children "of Irael; that 
is, one of the children of Iſrael committed, had 
committed, a treſpàſs in the accurſed thing; for 
it was at collecting the ſpoils of Jericho that this 
had been done. Accurſed, when applied to liv- 
ing creatures, men, oxen, ſheep, or afles, ſignifies 
that they are to be violently put to death, by be- 
ing ſtoned or ſtrangled, and then burned with F 
| fire; but when ſiwer, gold, braſs, iron, are ſaid 
© tobe accurſed, the meaning is, that they are con- 
- ſecrated to God for the maintenance of his prieſts, 
or the ſupportof civil government. Achan's ſin was 
therefore ſaerilege; it was ſtealing or purloining 
God's property: and conſidering the circumſtan- 
ces in which the Iſraelites were at this time, it was 
extremely proper that ſuch a charge about the ac- 


immediate, the public, and dreadfulpuniſhment 
to be inflicted on him, would, in future, terrify 
ever 

. Hence it was, that God ſaw p 
tion particularly the ſeveral-aggravativg circum- | 
ſtances of Achan's ſin, as we fhall e enen > 
in the 1 ithand 12th verſes; +1. 11; ie 


Ai. And:theyreturnedta!Jo 
| © two or three thouſand men 


| . Ai. * the * Ai ſmote about thirty 


4 wit. 


ex bil dhdng-thduld be gtyes, "Iv Lthink; r 


two reaſons : iſt, To teach the army! ſubordina- 
tion and 
it is well known, that when a battle ia gained, or 

a city taken, it is difficult to reſtrain the folders 
but a little from the plunder; and many a victory, 
half-gained, hath been totally loſt, becauſe the 


ermy began too ſoon to ſeize upon the baggage or 


the —— adly, Becauſe money wat to be accu⸗- 
mulated for public uſes. Jericho 
the-ſilyer and gold found in it were to ce ante 


the treafary of the Lotd; and if any penſon ſhduld 
dare to intermedũdle with the aa thing the _ 


ſpoils of this city, which was firſt to be taken zthe 


from the like purloining and ſacri · 
to men ⸗ 


Before Joſhua: had an apprebegſion that As : 
chan had taken of. the accutfed thing, being in- 


tent to carry on the war with all prudent expe- 
dition, he diſpatched ſome of his officerʒ to inſpect 
F the ſtrength of the cĩty utich he intended next to 


aſſault. Verſe 2. And the, men went and viewed 
„and ſaid unto 
him, Let not all the people go up, but let about 
ga up and ſmite Ai; 
for they are but fe. So there went up abou 
$ three thauſand men, and they fled beforethe men 


obedience to the atders af their General? 


was a rich city; 


* Hina Tg chaſed thei gönn befors the : 
5 gate, aud ſmote them in the going down; where-„ 
fore the hearts of the People melted; andibe- 1 
came as water.“ 7ͤãĩ³õâVßLwᷣ 1199, -..; WM 
Ibere were but alu thoiknd' men, women, : 
and children; in the town of Ai; and one would 
think that three thouſand ſoldiers, eſpecially when 
aſſured before · hand of being aſſiſted by the Cap- 
tain of the Lord's hoſt, was a ſufficient number 
to cope with all me fißhting men tirat could be 
there: but the Ifraelites were courageous before, 
and they are now timid. : Hath not every think- 
ing perſon obſerved; that, at different times, the 
4 mati is ext different from himſelf? 
Sometimes the ſcholar can think; can ſtudy, can 
eompoſe; at another time he can fix his attention 
on no ſubject, he cannot arrange his thoughts at 
all: At one time the ſoldier can look danger full 
in the face, and, without being diſmaid, perform 
his duty; at another time he — like an a- 
ſpin- leaf, is in fear where no fear is, and runs 
when there is no man to purſue him. This is 
a” circumſtance in the natural hiſtory of man; 
which; for aught I know, cannot be rationally 


accounted for. It is not always to be accounted for 


from ſome alteration in the body, 

ſleep, to labour or reſt,:to food or drink, or di- 1 

der in the mind, occaſioned by good or bad news 

3 concerning our outward circumſtances, or our 
friends; nor yet from a ſenſe of ſhame, br rebubrs 


_of conſcience, for any bad or rye | 2am $'We 


| prudence, of aide, come upon us, we e cannot 


LES 
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men in the ordinary courſe of life. Butz in the caſe 
before us, there is an immediate interpoſal of 


God himſelf; he gives the ſoldiers a trembling. 


of heart; they flee. and are chaſed by thoſe 


whom: a little before they had deſpiſed; they © 


are in a panic, like thoſe of the army of the 


Pn!biliſtines at Gibeah, hen tllere was none but 
= Jonathan, and. his armaur- bearer to frighten 
chem; there was a trembling in the hoſt in the 


« field, and among all the people: the garriſon 


| *.apd the ſpoilers, they alſo trembled,andtheearth 


quaked: ſo it was a very great trembling,” Inv 


ivr if the Iſraelites, who went up the hill to 
ſight againſt Ai, began to ſuſpect ue they had 
embarked in an unrighteous war, were going 1b 
raze a city, and maſſacre its inhabitants, man, Wo- 


man, and child, tho' theſe inhabitants had never 


done them any harm; haunted by ſucha ſuſpicion, 
they might, tho' brave and well -diſciplined, flee 


— the timid and undiſciplined men of Ai. 


It is impoſſible to conceive what a few brave ſol- 


diers will do, when they arg thoroughly con vin- 


ced of the righteouſneſs. of the cauſe they are 


fighting for. It is equally impoſſible to ſay 4 
great a number of brave and well-diciplined fol 


_ diers, if they entertain ſuſpicions of the righte- 
ouſneſs of the war, will, like the Iſraelites at As, 
turn their backs, and ſuffer themſelves to be 

chaſed by a few undiſciplined peaſants; or-timid 


rabble of a country. But — the hearts of | 
the eople — Ne became 


„ 
to be unjuſt; neither they nor their gallant 

mander appear. to have had any ſuch 
for, vrhen the children of Iſrael fled — the 
men of Ai, Joſhua was ſurpriſed, and thrown into 


diſtreis. Verſe 6. And Joſhua rent his 
his face, be- 
fore the ark of the Lord, until the even- tide, he 
upon their 
heads.“ It doth not appear whether or nat o-—- 


© elothes, and fell to the earth upon 


and the elders of Iſrael, and put duſt 


ſhua was along with the party who went up ta 
deſtroy Ai. I ſhould rather think that he ſtaid in 
the camp. However that be, we ſee here, that 
aſtoniſhment, indignation, concern for the pu- 
dlie, forrow and fear boil in the breaſt of that 
great man. Here are all the outward ſymptoms 


of the deepeſt affliction and grief: the General 
rent his clothes; he fell to the earth, on his face, 


before the ark, the viſible ſymbol of the Di- 
vine Preſence, till the evening, he and the elders 
of Iſrael, and put duſt on their heads; a ſtrong 


ſenſe of ſhame, a dread of being diſappointed 


where they thought themſelves fa ure of ſucceſs; 
driven backward and deſtroyed by thoſe whom 


them and deſtroy; 5 eſpecially, a dread leſt the 
neighbouring kingdoms, obſerving that an If. 
raelitiſh army was chaſed by ſo "+ Ay ſhould all 
combine to chaſe them out of the country: but 


this forrow, this fear, this humiliation; is of the 


genuine kind; it brings them to God, to pour out 
their hearts before him: for -Joſhua, after he and 
the elders had rent their clothes, and put 
on their heads, ſaid, Alas! O Lord God, where» 


* 7 
We 4 


they expected they would jy * drive before 


duſt 


275 
” oh, 
0725 

47 


. $5e haſt thou at all brought this people o 
Jordan; to deliver us into the hand of the Amos 
6 rites, to'deſtroy us? Would to God we had been N 
content, and dwelt on the other ſide Jordan. O 
« Lord God, what ſhall I ſay, when Iſrael turnetii 
& 5 their-back before their enemies. Verſe 9. Fot 
the Canaanites, and all the inhabitants of die 
land ſhall hear of it, and ſhall environ us round, 


s wilt thou do unto thy great name? This is 
ſpoken after the manner among men; and it is 
a devout expoſtulation in behalf of God's people; 
and the glory of God's name. It is like the plead- 
ing of Moſes far the people, when God had ſaid 
5 to him, How long will this people provoke me? | 
E 


and how long will it be ere they believe me? I 
vill ſmite them, and diſinherit them, and make 
of thee a great nation. Then Moſes faid unte 
he Lord, If thou ſhalt kill all this 
s man, then the nations which have heard the 
f fame of thee, will ſpeak, ſaying, Becauſe the 
Lord was not able to bring this people to the 
* land which he ſware unto them, therefore he 
©* hath ſlain them in the wilderneſo . Such was 
the humble and Tupplicant ꝓoſture of Joſhua and 
the elders of Iſrael, hen a part of their army 
had been defeated, and chaſed by a deſpiſed ene · 
my; ſuch was the devout ſtyle in their addreſs 
to God, expreſſive of their concern for his glory; 
they penitently ſay, Alas! and pray, that God 
may return to defend and protect their church 
and infant- nation. And ſuffer me to obſerve, that 
ſuch too is the ſtyle of that royal proclamation, 


* Numb. xiv. 11. 12,-——15, 16. 


and cut off our hame from the earth: and what 


people as one 


1 


bypwhich- weare called upon to aſſemble and keep 
this faſt- day. The ſtyle is ſurely devout; and we 
have no reaſon to believe but — it proceeds from 
ſincerity of heart, That we and our people may 
„ humble ourſelves before Almighty God, in or- 
. der to obtain. the pardon of our lins; and, in 

4 the moſt devout and ſolemn manner, ſend up 
our prayers and ſupplications to the Divine 
«+ Majeſty, for averting thoſe heavy judgments 
« which our manifold fins and provocations have 
moſt juſtly deſerved.· Joſhua and the elders 
of Iſrael proſtrate themſelves before Jehovah, in a 
time of — diſtreſs: the auguſt Monarch of 
theſe kingdoms, together with many of his nobles 
do, and call upon us to do, the 3 Subjects, it 
is ſaid, are prone to imitate the vices of princes 
and of perſonages in high rank. Would it not 
be wiſe and right, rather to imitate their good 
qualities? Moſt certainly; it is to be deeply la- 
mented, becauſe it ſeems to be a prognoſtic of 
national ruin, that a fi pirit of irreligion hath un- 
happily come athwart, at leaſt, the northern part 
af theſe united kingdoms; few, who are either 

born to an eſtate, or who make a fortune by ſuc- 
_ ceſsful trade or induſtry, few of either ſort have 
any public profeſſion of religion at all. But can 
hiſtory; furniſh out a ſingle inſtance of any em- 
pire or kingdom, that continued long in proſpe- 
rity, whilſt it had loſt all regard to any ſort of re- 
ligion? For my part, I know no inſtance of that 
kind. And if this kingdom doth not contribute 
to its depopulation and ruin, by its fond purſuit 
of chis tedious! American war, God hath many 


: 


C 4p = 


1 weules pits addy? 
deſpiſe him, and who; of courſe, diſregard the 
everlaſting laws'oÞ ſobriety; of truth, of integrity, 


of juſtice, and honour. .>But:Þ will not:deviate = 


from the text hefore me. Joſhua did not yet 
know the cauſe of tlie defeat, the chabe, and af- 
— that had tothreethouſand of hi 
my; he had fallen down; and he ſtill lies with 
— — but Gochcomes to c. 
fort him, and graeiouſſy calls: up him torariſe- 


Verſe ro. The Lord laid unto ſoſſ wa, Ger thes 


cup; whereforetieft thou face: riſe-up;? 
thou art inndeent; but e Itrael thth ſinnecl, and 
they have alfs tranigreſſed my-covenant hier 
ILcommanded them. Intimes of ignorance 
there hath been much idle tar ubout the cov 
nants with God and the number of them. E. 
very command cif God, as we ſee here is a cov. 
nant; and every covenant is a command; for, 
properly ſpeaking, it is impoffible that weak mor 
1 or covenant with the ſupreme 
Iſrael hath finned!* and. the feveraliag- 
gravations of chat ſin, as I hinted above, are par- 
ticularly. mentidned. For they have even- taken 
of the accurſed thing; and have alſo ſtolen and 


adiſſembled alfo;) and they have put: it een a2? 


mongſt their oi ſtuff. It is ſaid: ver. 2. That 
the anger of the Eord was kindled againſt Ii 
© rael. And, in Verſe 12. Therefore — 


not ſtand before theirenemies; becauſe they were 
©/accurſed;? But it was only one man Who was 


guilty; why are fix! hundred thouſand charged aa 
6 8 ans; Let it 1 


7 t 70 . . 
; 23 ivy do Aclianꝰs fin, and ed · 
dealetd it, was i ome der e Theſe ought 
r publiiodthe reſpaſs guilty 


camps and from: among the — But the rea- 
ſon that all are charged with being guilty of one 
man's ſin, is, perhaps, — — 
dare to be guiltyiof the like in time cb ming. R 
people of a groſs and cloudy underſtanding, were 
to:learty to obe the commands of; their General, 
and to — atheir' hands fram money! de- 


— ahdreligious tifes.- Without theſe 
eee already, they could nat 


to conquer Canaan, nor to have 

—— filver; the ſinł w of wat, for that od 
queſt; and; till they inflicted condign puniſfimerit 
upon. the tranſgreſſors, God tellb them that he 
wauldl withdraw from them: * ye def the Ibe 
<-with'you any more, except e b the ace 
* curſed from ambiigit you. 75 11250 7205 row 

Then God directs: Joſhua EO Ra AG FA; 
to be and how the guilty perſon. was 
to be detected. Verſe 13. Up; ſanctify tlie peo» 
ple, and ſay, Benet bves' againſt to- 
*.moxrow; for thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael; 
IT bere is an accurſed thing in the midſt of thee; 
„ OIfrael. Thou canſt not ſtand before thine ene- 
enemies until ye take away the acrurſed thing 
from among vou. This ſandifcation eohſiſted 
in external luſtrationis, in waſhing their bodies; 
waſhing of their clothes, abſtinence fiom fout 
actions, and being pure in heart; betauſe God 
was in a ſolemn manner | to converſ vic den. 


% 


« the Lord, and beca 
| ſecret the inſtructions God had given him, or 


guilty of the accurſed thing, and the dreadful 


if = ᷓñ r . è²—ůT M -w P . , ,” , , 22S. ‚— r 


tal 

1 nat 
God [ſpoke the ten commands: to thi; and 

thus they were to be ſanctified, when it was o £ 
be diſcovered who had' taken. of: the accurſed 
thing. This was to be done next morning. 
Verſe 14. In the morning therefore ye thall be 
« brought, according to your ribes:. 
be, that the tribe which the Lord taketh, ſhall 
«come. acoofding to the families. thereof; and 
the family which the Lord ſhall take, ſhall 
© come by houſeholds; and the houſehold which 


© the Lord ſhall take, ſhiall come man by man. 


The ſeverity of the puniſhment to be inflicted is 


alſo intimated to Joſnua, verſe 15. And it ſhall 


be, that he that is taken with the accurſed thing, 
hall be burnt-with;fire, he and all that he hath, 7% 
J becauſe he hath tranſgreſſed the covenant-of. 
e he hath wrought: folly. 
ein Iſrael. I. cannot tell whether Joſhua. kepe 


he allowed the method of detecting the perſon 


puniſhment he was to ſuffer to be divulged in 
— camp. If this laſt was the caſe, it is a won- 


der that Achan did not attempt to make his e- 
ſcape, A Britiſh offender, in chat ſort, would 


have taken a trip beyond ſea, pretending, per- 
haps, that he was going abroad for his health. 


Homever this be,- * Joſhua roſe; up early in the 


© morning.” I cannot help taking notice, that 


the early riſing of this. brave man is often taken 


notice of in his hiſtory, In this particular, he is 


ſet before us af A Nee, Whom e man of 


and it ſhall - 5 | 


a * « "0 
- i . a 
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—— gle 
himſelf with the nature, the hiſtory, the aan and 


Val, the 


By che care of Joſhua, Achan, the anf Ola 


ſhua, however, examine 
_ fel; and, in this examination, thoug h he be Ge- 

neral of the army and in great — the 
ſin that had been done and the affront to the 


>» * ne eee ä he —_ 


Fa 1 38 4-5 
it ſhould imitate. 8 
— aims to make a fortune, or to be in- 
N ent; ſhould riſe early and tranſact his bu- 

neſs; the ſtudent ſhould ſtart from the bed of 
to int 


meſs of men; the Prinee, the Gene- 
niſter of State ſhould, like Joſhua, riſe 
up early, to promote the good and happineſs of 
that ſaciety, be it great or wall which hath com- 
mitted itſelf to his care, to diſtribute rer in- 
Gividuals, and to the public. 


kiglieſt 


mi, was taken. The ſeveral tribes, and families, 
and. houſeholds, and individuals of the houſchold 
taken, had paſt in review before the Lord. 
the lot fell upon the tribe of Judah, and upon 
Achan in particular. Here it is to be obſerved, 
that the perſon detected to have taken of the ac- 
curſed thing, is no mean man; he is one of the 
2 INE moſt honourable of all — 
his r andfather was brother to Phares, an 
ICS our Saviour according to the fleſ 


The manner in which Joſhua examined this un- 


happy criminal doth alſo merit our attention. In 
modern. times, a Prince would have committed 


che like buſineſs to a Secretary; and the Secre- 


tary to ſome ſubaltern, or inferior perſon: Jo- 
tamines into the matter him 


i 
. 


us, and after wards comes and expreſſes In 
row for having done ſo, we: are in pain; and * 
A him make ſuch NEE to t 


tor 


— hon « parent, opa brother, «My 
« ſon,” he ſays, verſe 1945 give;d priy'thee; glory 
tothe Lord God of iiadhs dev athuetafelion = 
f unto him; and tell me how: w bene 5 
Ip chan in infult = priſoner coo uche — 
happy offender with the criminality of What he 
hath done. Joſhua requeſts Achan ta make an idm 
mediate and open hu aware this . 5 
roſGodzitistoadenowlad "na 


* — ee N 
fall — — all what fremd wbich Dee 
to indicate a real repentance: Verſe ac. An 
chan anfwered Joſhun, and daid, Indeed hate 
6+ nunned:y gainſt the Lord God of Iſraeb andſchus * 
«and? have I dane“ Verſe Suat Wien 7 : 
anner the ſpoils a Joni gar 
ment, and two hundred. ſkiekels: af Glas: 
a ge of gold of fifty ſhekels Weight then! 
« covetet} them, and took — behold ther 
FF the midſt A My tent; 
ant the filver under it.“ The conßeſſian ds pe- 


nitent; . —— SE. 


had the offence been of 'a r ee e g 


Jy ang. „ 5 

1 pardon. When a perſon — or —— * 
c ee offence againit'- 
his forz © 


—_ 


| Wivicifergive kim ut ende. But the Gffence of 

Achan was of a public nature; it ended, the 

85 church and the commonweal. e E GEE ig iT) 
ds 


deen committed: For this purpoſe, verſe22.4Jo+ 


Hiker under it. Verſe 23. And they took 
he x ar pe fler, and bro 


| the aecurſed thing, this gold, this ſilver, this gar- 


a — — —— af Achan's 


"EXE 


Achan had confeſſed; but further: fleps wore 


taken to impreſs all the congregation with 
horror, and with abhorrence of the ſin that had 


* ſhua ſent meſſengers, and they ran unto the 
© tent, and behold it was hid in his tent, and the 


them, took the B garment, the wedge 


ught them unto 
ua, and unto all the children of Iſrael, and 
them out before the Lord; that is, before 


e e ſymbol of God's preſence in the 


camp; they 110 them upon ſome high 


4 — place, and everyone in chat grentioon- 


ation ſad them, or went up to ſee chem, to 
upon them. This, they were told, this is 


ment, ſtolen by Achan, is che cauſe that the anger 
of the Lord is kindled againſt Iſrael, that Iſrael 


cannot ſtand — enemies; that they have 


been chaſed andſmitten by the men of Ai. When 
guilt had been ſuf- 

—_— inſpected; his dreadful puniſhment fol- 
jovred. But firft Joſhua, and all. Iſrael with him, 


| 1 — as a grand aſſize, to condemn 
bim. Verſe 24. Joſhua, and all Iſrael with him, 
took Achan, the ſon of Lerah, and the fi} 
and the 
his ſons; and his daughters; who, it ſeems, had 


| „ 1 "2 . - 4 N 89 
#3 4 — * * * * 5 & 4 
been privy. — and had concealed it, 
b l | ” 1 | n 


garment, and the wedge of gold, and 


1 2 4 | 

2 hn oxen; and his aſſes * | 
his tent, and all that he had: and they brought 
them unto the valley of Achor: And Joſhua ſaid; 

Why haſt thou troubled Iſrael? "The: affrone | 

which the army had ſuſtained in eonſeq 
the ſin of Achan, had troubled and dere the 
congregation of Iſrael. The Lord,? 2 
ded,” ſhall trouble thee this day.“ And, moſt 
certainly, Achan muſt have been vexed to a de: 
Bree that can ſcarce be conceiyed, to ſee his tent. 
his cattle, the monuments of his covetouſneſs, | 
and even his fons and his daughters, all carried 
along to the valley of Achor, to be burned with 
him in the fame fire: For all ffracl ſtoned: him 
with ſtones, and burned them with fire, after they 

 * had ftoned them with ſtones,” Fhave ſaid before, 

that Achan's repen ſeems to have been ſin- 

tere; ſo that, though he had been ſuffered to 
live, it was not likely he wouldrever-have been 
guilty of ſacrilege again. But it ſometimes: hap⸗ 
pens, that, for the intereſt of the public, a guilt 

perſon is to be/puniſhed in a more ſevere, conſpi- 

Cuous, and ſtriking manner, than the gui ſeems 

to deſerve: and this ſeems to have been the un- 

happy caſe of Achan. The army, the rude und 

- | unformed people, were impreſſed with fear; 

1, | they learned to obey their General; and Ido not 

n | remember, that, after this time, any of them em- 

1, beꝛzled the things devoted to the ſervice of God, 

r, | during all the days of Joſhua. They took fill 

dil another ſtep to make the fin: and puniſhment M 

d 22 fublerient to 2 N We er of * 
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and burnel for it, better th n any 


3 neſs Of his ar 
ae een By — of greater num 


nation, 


many twelve orrixteen, for inſtance, or fortyt 


3 


— — 
hiſtorical nar- 
tative conld have done. Why er 9 —— is this 
heap of ſtones? It is the grave of Achan, who 
took of the atourked things. This would, by, ter- 
ror and ſhare, operate upon the miads of that 
people, | hitherto, | perhaps, lineapable_of being 
worked upon by finer moatives. chan being 
nam gunithed,: the Lord —— heros 


aries an — 


bers led. out to battle, and an artful ambuſcadey 
they ſoon exterminated the inen of Ai, With the 
women and children, juſt as theꝝ had done at Jer 
richo before. l finiah the explioation with this 
ſingle reflection That iſ Athan's purloining af 
the public treaſure; occaſioned ſuch — to 
the Iſraelitish army, vat miiſt be the caſe of a 
where many of its Counſellors areicharge- 
able wih Achan's crime? Af it shall ever hap» 
pen hereafter, that not one perſon: only, but 


five; or to, or even five hundred, or, at leaſt, a - 
great majority of the number, are careleſs about 
the public intereſt; graſping at the national reer 
nue, and each of them eoveting to enrich himſel 
by ſ the ghekels of flver, and theSwede 
of gold; muſt not ſuch a nation ſuffer < ſappoint. 
ment and diſgrace? Ats revenues are embezzled, 
3 dexapyd in ani ate 3 rred, or 


tot 


yd by-contempai 
a diſeaſe which is like-to 
worſe: Can any remedy 


body is corrupted, the morals of the p 


for even in the moſt 


about the t 


and even'oblige 
from 85 bribes: but if the people 
corrupted, ſilent, unaffected, onalarmed; When, 
by the eileſ meaſures, the nation hath been load- 
ed with-diſgrace; there ſeems to be nothing chat 
ean ſave it from diſſolution; the fatal, the deſtined 
period of its exiſtence as a ſtate hath approached; 

the cup of its iniquity is füll: it will firſt Rnd 
aud a proverb by its neighbours; and then theſe 
- || fameneighbours willprobably invade andconquer * 
Ir. Thus all the antient empires of the world came 


are yet tolerably pure, ſomething may be done; 
-defpotic; government, the 

laſt appeal is to the people; the people may; 
by their cries and endeavours, find means to re- 
move the patrons und tools of corruption from 
Perner into miſconduct, 
rene" Generals to act with ſpirit; 
. — the Stateſman to ſhake his hand 
be alſo” 


ble enemies: its hes It is u 5 
oced from evil to 

be found to ſave it 
LTFom political death? -If;- whilſt the legiſlative 


|| toanend; Babylon, Athens, Sparta, Romeherſelf, * 


A acter ull her aonqueſts and workdly glory. We now © 
keep a Faſt-day, that this may not, for a 


lane, be the caſe of Great Britain; which may. 


; _ » 


God: * his infinite” 


7 2 1 


make ſome retharks upon the 'alarining hiſtory 
- ſit ntains. And, in che firſt place, Freaks 


* 


_ 
* 
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7. That a * who hæve * been ſuc=" | Z 


1 


cefoful in wur, ie 40 belated jd «digh 
opinion of their own wiſdom and' ſtrength, and 
to deſpiſe the ſtrength of thoſe againſt | 


are next to carry on a war. The ſraclites had ſuc- 


eede againſt two Kings on the eaſt ide Jordan; 
hey had t.Jericho without any labour, 
ut that of going. ſtraight forward), 2 killing 
inhabitants, e 1 the city-wall had fallen. 


hey therefore ſay, * Let not all the people go 


83 Ai; for they are but few.” By 


the exerciſe of war, ſoldiers acquire ſkill in war; 


and, truſting to that ſkill, they ſometimes diſre- 


gard the God of battles; and, from a vain auda- 


Ciouſneſs, they precipitately ruſh abroad into dan- 
gerous war, when equity and prudence might 


call upon them to ſtay at home and live in peace. 
Thus Rabſhakeh defies the living God, and ſpeaks 


5 of Sennacherib his maſter, as if he had been invin- 


cible. - Beware, he ſays to the Jews, leſt He- 
5 zekiah perſuade) Jou, Line The Lord will de- 
© liver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations 
© delivered his L out of the hand of the king of 


© Aﬀyria? Where are the gods of Hamath — 
0 Arphad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim? 


Land have they delivered Samaria out of my 


< hand*?? Such too was the pride, and the vain 
aſſurance of Pharaoh, that he would deſtroy the 


people of God when they were eſcaping out of 


Egypt. The enemy ſaid, 1 will purſue, I will 
< overtake, I will divide the ſpoil: my' luſt ſhall 
be ſatisfied upon them, I will draw my ſword, 


muy hand ſhall deſtroy them f. And, ina ſpe = 


II. zxzvi. 18, 19. + n N (2 1 


1 THC. 
dial manner, this haughty expectation of ſucceſs 
operates ſtrongly, when thoſe, whom a proud na- 
tion hath vanquiſhed already, are reputed to have 
been braver than thoſe whom it afterwards in- 
tends to attack. The proud ſtyle of language, 


then, is, Is not Calno as Carchemiſh? Shall 1 


© not, as I have done to Samaria, ſo do to Jeru- 
alem“? And, I may here obſerve, that ſuch 
too was the pride of many people, when the na- 

tion unfortunately entered into this laſting Ame- 
rican war: the forces of Great Britain were 
thought invincible; the ſtrength of the colonies 
was reputed as nothing; and their ſouls were re- 
preſented as being altogether timid and daſtard- 
ly: and this was not only the opinion and ſtyle 
of many among us, at home, who being unin- 


ſtructed, have not had acceſs to be informed, what | DE 


a wonderful {kill and courage in war, quiet and 

peaceable people may attain, after they have been 
rouſed and united by repeated provocations; and 
have, from dread of ſlavery, applied long, and 
with ardour, to get themſelves: diſciplined and 
trained in all the exerciſes of war, not only theſe 
among ourſelves, deſpiſed the Coloniſts; but even 
ſome conſtituent members of the high council of 

the kingdom are ſaid to have publicly repreſented: 
them as being altogether. weak and deſpicable. 
Such language, ſuch boaſting, muſt proceed from 
pride; mixed, I fear, with a conſiderable degree of 
ignorance: it is, at leaſt ,unbecoming; ; it may fore-/ 
bode ſomething very grievous. * Pride goeth be- 


. fore deſtruction, and a haughty ſpirivbefore a _ 


4 2 *.. x. 9,11. Hh "2:9 
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7 Let not him that putt 
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ech on his armour boaft, as 


he that putteth it off.“ Boaſting ſhould be ex- 
cjuded/ at leaſt, in the bein of a war. A- 
las! we have heard of boaſting, to which no ſuc- 
ceſs that the Britiſh arms have hitherto met with, 
doth, in 0 tolcrable TT correſponds I re- 
n. 1 
2. That to e a high conceit of our own wif: 


dem and ſtrength, particularly in the affair of 


war, hath oftentimes been the cauſe of ſhameful 


diſappointment and ruin. The inhabitants of Ai 
were but few, ſo there went up thither of the 


peo g about three thouſand, and they fled be 


fore the men of Ai.“ It is, I think, probable, 
that, deſides the ſuper natural effect of the accur/ed 

| thing, the people, from pride; went up to Ai, 
Without a due regard to the order and hh: 0h 


of war. Hence they ſuddenly flee; they ar 

chaſed, they are ſmitten by the men-of Ai; Juſt 
as if, in modern times, a well-diſciplined army, 
ſhould, with two or three rounds of ammuni- 


tion, venture to attack a number of incenſed 


country people, and ſoon find themſelves obliged 
to flee, and be diſgracefully chaſed by an undiſ- 


 Eplined rabble. whom they had deſpiſed. Great 


is the diſappointment, and miſerable is the diſ- 
grace, that often fprings from pride and ſelf-con- 
ceit. The inland, or the diſtant provinces of an 
empire judging themſelves aggrieved, may peti- 
tion for a redreſs of the grievances which they 
think they ſuffer: Prudence will grant, that fuch 


pPetitions, if decent, ſhould obtain a fair hearing, 
whether * be 9 or not; becauſe, 


— 


JO Ot oC don ta d a tome ]ð . . 7 
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by a few lenient expreſſions, the OT may 
be removed; but, from a contemꝑtuous defi- 


ance of the petitioners, and a high- opi in f 
our wiſdom, and military force, ſueh petitions 


may be rejected; and, from aſperity of language, 
and hard uſage, the Kingdom may be:unnecefiar 


rily, at leaſt prematurely, thrown into the flame 
and expence of a dangerous war. At was from 


a high opinion of his military ſtrength, that the 
ſon of Solomon loſt no fewer than ten provinces 
of his dominions; and from ſimilar cauſes; ſimi- 
lar effects will ever be produced. It is from pride, 
that a Stateſman, perhaps, nowiſe renowaſd for 
feill in the theory or the practice of ware way | 
venture to ſend to an officer in a diſtant quaxter 
ſuch orders as cannot be executed. If the offic c:? 


attempts to execute them, he and his army will 


be in danger of being, like the Iſraelites at Ai, 


ehaſed back again, or ſmitten in the day of bat⸗ 8 8 


tle, or obliged to ſurrender their arms and ſub- 
mit to the diſgrace of being priſoners of war. 


The ſoldier, who is proud, is not cautious. Pride 


vas not made for man: To truſt to our wil- - 


dom and power, is to throw off our dependence 


on God. God hates the proud and arrogant. I By 
dam againſt thee, O moſt proud.“ In his holy 
providence, it often happens, that the © lofty 
looks of man are humbled, and the haughtineſs 
of men is brought low.“ The boaſts of Senna- 
cherib againſt God's people were vain, and with- 
out effect. Behold, faith the Lord, I will ſend a 
© blaſt 1 him, and he ſhall hear a rumour, 
3 5 5 2 : | 


: 4 #1 
And return to his own land*2—T might here 
ſhew, that a high opinion of our own wiſdom 
produceth as dreadful effects in oeconomy, and 
in moral conduct, as it doth in politics and in 
war. A vain perſon, from a proud opinion of 
his {kill and his good fortune, ventures to go 
deep in games of hazard, loſeth his eſtate, and 
plungeth himſelf into and diſgrace. A 
| young man, truſting in his ability to reſiſt temp- 
| tations, goeth out of his way, ſeeking opportu- 
nities to go into the way of vice, when he ſhould 
| liſten to the wife man's counſel : - Avoid it, paſs 
© not by it, turn from it, and paſs away . The 
prudent man foreſeeth the evil, and hideth him- 
© ſelf, but the ſimple paſs on, and are e e Þ. Pp 
But I proceed to la nber. 

3. That to purloin or embezzle any part of 
the national revenue, is, in proportion, a natural 
cauſe of national weakneſs, diſappointment, and 
diſgrace. The diſgrace of the Iſraelites before 
Ai, happened, becauſe God had made the camp 
of Iſrael a curſe: and he did ſo, becauſe they 
had. committed a treſpaſs 1 in the accurſed thing: 
but, in ordinary times, that is, when Heaven 
doth not miraculoully interpoſe; to purloin, to 
embezzle, or miſapply the public money, muſt 
operate in the way of cauſe and effect; and ſome- 
times part of the public money may 'be literally 
purloined or ftolen, juſt as Achan ſtple the ſhekels 
of ſilver, and the golden wedge: it is, for aught ! 
can ſee, miſapplied, when it is ſpent in foreign, or in 

unneceſſary wars, or in providing places, or pen- 


VI fa. xxxvii. 7. + Prov. ir. 15, f Prov. xxit, 4, 
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ſors; or bribes, for any of the legiſlative ody: 


and it can never be —— that a wiſe people 5 


could give away their money, but for the defence 
of the Kingdom, and the maintenance of 'civikgo» - 
vernment: : it cannot be ſuppoſed, that a ſenſible 
e could put their money into the hands of the 
firſt Magiſtrate, to be employed in a manner which 
tends directly to ſubvert the public liberty, and to 
beggar and enſlave the body of the people: for, 
when the revenue is miſapphed, new and heavier 
taxes muſt be impoſed to ſupply the exigencies of 
the ſtate: by theſe taxes, it is evident, the king-. 
dom muſt be weakened, becauſe it is impoveriſhed; 


There is, indeed, a new and ftrange poſition ob- 


truded upon the world, namely, that the heavier 
the taxes are, the nation is the more rich and pro- 


ſperous; becauſe, ſay they, by means of. theſe | 


taxes, there is a quick circulation of money. 
However, this new-fangled doctrine is like to go 
ill down: it is, indeed, fo palpably abſurd, that 
I muſt ſuppoſe the underſtanding of thoſe who 
eſpouſe it, to be blindfolded, either by the expec- 
tation of receiving ſome part of theſe taxes, or by 
having already actually received of them; for a 
bribe or gift © blindeth the eyes, even of the 
© wiſe,” To miſapply the revenue 1mpoveriſhes 
the nation; it alfo diſappoints the-people of their- 


juſt expectations, and brings diſgrace upon the 
kingdom. In the firſt Dutch war, equally un- 


righteous and impolitical, Charles II. demanded 

and obtained very great ſubſidies from Parliament, 
promiſing, that he would equip a ſtrong fleet, and 
* ſome action of wonderful amel a- 


1 
galnſt the Dutch; but he diſlipated all he had 
got; I need not ſay how; it was in the manner 
chat that thoughtleſs aud ſauntering monarch was 
in uſe to ſpend his treaſure; his ſhips of war 
were laid up; he made ſome diſtant propoſals of 
to the enemy; meantime de Ruyter, the 


Dutch Admiral, came up the river Medway, and, 
by the help of a ſtrong caltwind, broke the boom, 


= croſs chain, which, inſtead of a powerful fleet, 
was all the defence provided for Britain and the 
| ſhips in the harbour; he proceeded to Chatham, 
ned three or four ſhips, and carried others off 
with him. Thus, by the embezzlement and miſe 
application of the public money, the Britiſh ſhore 
was, in a time of war, left defenceleſs, the capiy 
tal of the empire was alarmed, and, in the judg- 
ment of natives and of foreigners, the kingdom 
was expoſed to contempt and d iſgrace.— That, 
to purloin or embezzle the public money, impo- 
vetiſhes and diſgraces a nation, might be ſhewn 


at large from hiſtory and fact. In proof of this 


point, I have mentioned but one inſtance, and 
that at the diſtance of a hundred years:backward; 
J will mention no more, leſt I ſhould ſeem to 
come too near to what may have been done in 
our. own days. I remark, _ 

4. That when any part of the public revenue 
hath been purloined, or miſapplied; or when un- 
expected diſgraces in war have happened, it be · 
comes the uncorrupted part of the legiſlative body 

to ſtrive that the guilty may be detected. 
If the morals of a nation are yet tolerably 


pure, an attempt of this ſort will, ann be 


_ | Fn! On — . 0 2 . 


ſucdeſsful; * the 


is deeply concerned, and all the peopl 


* 
people are a — corrupt 
ed, to detect the guilty will alrays be difficult 
and oftentimes impoſſible. ION - 
It is evident from the tert, Thav albthe army, 
ha congregation of Iſrael, are called; are held to 
be, guilty in the treſpaſs of the accurſed thing, till 


it ſhall be found out, who is, in fact, the guilty 


perſon. To make this diſcovery, Joſtiua himſelf | 


e concur” 
with him. Even after Achan had made his con- 
feſſion, the meflengers ran to his tent, they ſearchs' 
ed, they found, and came running back with the' 
Babyloniſh/ garment; the ſhekels of filver, and 


the wedge of gol gold: that the detection might ap- 


pear complete, and the proof of Achan's guilt 
clear and — the accurſed thing is laid on 


ſome conſpicuous place, in full view of the peo- | 
ple, juſt as we bring ſtolen goods into court 
where the thief is to be condemned. It was, in- 


deed, eaſy to find out the guilty, when, by a divine 


and unerring lot, firſt the tribe was taken, then 


the family, then the houſehold; and then the indi- 
vidual of that houſehold. In this caſe, when the 
perſon taken by lot did alſo confets, the proof Was 
as certain and decifive, as if it had been ſupport- 

ed by the greateſt number of e 
witneſſes. But, to diſcover the guilty perſon, 
now, is commonly a matter of infinite difficulty. 
Will he, who is fuſpected and accuſed of pur- 
loining, confeſs that he hath done ſo? In this 
corrupted age, it is not likely: and, if he be an 
old offender in that trade, it is almoſt certain ha 
will deny ſtoutly, and even offer plauſible rea” 


1 1 


es to ſhew that he is innocent. The dit 
Vill ſeem to encreaſe, if ever it ſhall happen & herds 
after, that four fifths of thoſe who alone can legally 
examine into the guilt, have themſelves, in one 
way or other, fingered ſome part of the aceurſed 
ching. Ina corrupted age, this matter is ſurely | 
difficult, and it is tickliſh. I leave it off. And I 
preſume, that any inquiry, whether a Stateſ- 
man, who gave the orders, or a General, who 
tried to execute theſe orders, is the moſt to blame, 
that nothing was done to purpoſe, may be equal- 
ly difficult in a time of general corruption. He 
that bath the moſt powerful friends will obtain 
that the documents which might militate againſt 
him may be ſuppreſſed: in one ſenſe, any ſuch 
inquiry may be ſtifled in the beginning, becauſe it 
will turn out to nothing in the iſſue; and yet, e- 
ven in the worſt times, ſuch inquiries are not al- 

together uſeleſs, becauſe, from the dread of pu- 
nishment, or a ſenſe of shame, they may be the 
means of reſtraining from the depths of vice thoſe 
who are not uu thoroughly corrupted. 1 ory 
farther, "WS 

F. That if a perſon hath purloined Gown the 
public, i it is an evidence of i ingenuous repentance, . 
when he confeſſes his crime, and points out where 
all that he ſtole is hid and may be recovered to 
the public. 

Achan's confeſſion hath every nh of bling. 

itential'and fincere. ' © Indeed I have ſinned. 
© againſt the Lord God of Iſrael, and thus and thus 
© have I done.“ I ſaw, I coveted, I took,—they 
are bid 1 in * tent. EN is confeſſion, repente. 
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an the table; I Was ſtruck wth. its beau- 


1 have bought 
in a foreign bank. Or would a Generalmake a an- 


| ſwer, I might have got myſelf informed about the 


4 


ance, and i. - Irſcel all 2 
Aten for this Uraelitiſh offender, who, tho? 
ice was genuine, yet. it behoved; that, 
public intereſt of the church and ſtate o of 8 
K ee be put to death. Lam led tothigk' + 
that his guilt was mall iththat of many 
great offenders in modern times, ſome of whom. 
might name. The ſincerity and frankneſs. of his 
. confeſſion make me to think ſo: and I imagine, 
that if an enlightened Sovereign, or an uncorrup- 
ted Patriot, ſhould, in the mild language of the 


Hebrew General, addreſs himſelf to any half: de- 


offender in a civil or a military depart- 


ment: My ſon, give, I pray thee, glory to the 


. God of Iſrael, and make confeſſion to him; and 
tell me now what thou haſt done, hide it not 
s from me; I imagine, I ſay, that few would 


make a clean breaſt; or anſwer with à candour {1- 


milar to that of Achan.. Would a Treaſurer, 
deeply guilty, an Under- treaſurer, or Teller i 


Exchequer, fay; I beheld the gold as it lay ſpark- 


#$4 


3: T.coveted it; I took it; it is hid in my houſe; | 
land with it; or it is ſecured for me 


motions of the enemy before they fell upon my 
army in the night-time; but I liked to ſaye for my- 


ſelf as much of the gold as I could, and had not 
| ſpies enow to bring me proper intelligence. Or, 


indeed, I have ſinned; I was in fore to attack 


the enemy in their trenches, and l their 


liking t the honour and emol luments 5 


ta) 


of my office, I was afraid the war might end 166. 
fooh, whereby I would fink to the rank IL had 


held before I got the command of the army. 


_ provinces; where I was ſtationed, ight have ſub= 
mitted to'theclemency of my Toyal | Miſter: but 


I kepr faſt hold of the gold wherewithal I mould 


have clothed and fed my men: I ſaw my "ſoldiers 


hungry and naked, and, inſtead of leading them 
do ſupport my brother General, who, about that 
ſoner, I let them looſe to pillage 
de houſes, and drive away the cattle of the inno- 
ts; if am of theſe peaſants pretended | 


time, was cate 


cent 
to 


end or hide their effects, or to convey their 


next fell upon them with the ſword, and then { 


fire to their villages, and burned them to the 
ground. Or if, by the rueful effect of his violent 
and fooliſh meaſures, a ſtateſman is forced to ac- 


knowledge part of his guilt, will he, like Achan, 


confeſſion frankly, whilſt it may be available to re- 
move the public curſe? You may, perh laps, heat 


 himr ſay, I made, rapidly, ſeveral violent laws; 


Tdefended them for many years; I ſee they ought 
to be repealed; I was wrong in urging the taxa- 


tion; I Lindled the flames of a war, bloody, ruin- 


ous, and drigraceful; I am now to offer a con- 
ceſfion, which I think better than to continue the 
war for three or four years longer. To ſay all 


this, 1 is, no doubt, humiliating; and yet, I pre- 


ſume, it is confeſſing, by far too little, to make 


the world believe, that his repentancei is as ſincere 


Or, another; Oh true, I ef the revolted 


cattle out of my way, I firſt called them thieves, . 


make a thorough confeſſion? will he make that 


98 t 0 1 


as was that of 1 Few 8 in * 8 8 


dregs of time, make any ſuch confeſſion; tho), 
it is to be feared, there is a variety of ftriki 


materials, from which. very ample confeſſions c 7 ; 


that ſort might hg formed. In modern times, few 
great offenders are detected, fewer incline to make 


any confeſſion; and fewer ſtill. to make reſtitution. 


But, if the wife or the daughter of a nevu- made 


man appears at a birth-day, or a court- ball, dreſ- 


ſed in a goodly Babyloniſh garment, worth many 


ſhekels of ſilver and wedges of gold, adorned 
with jewels equal in value to half the revenue of 
a little kingdom; this, this hath ſometimes given 
ground to conjecture, that the huſband or father 


had /een, had goveleds had put forth his hand, 


and committed a treſpaſs in theaccuried ching. ä | 


I remark farther, 


6. That neither high, 8 nor :opulencs, 8 


| ought to ſereen egregious criminals from con- 
dign puniſhment. Achan was a perſon of very 

high rank; he was the ſon of n was, at 
leaſt the ſecond Prince of the tribe of Judah, the 
moſt honourable of all the twelve. Nor is his co- 
veting the gold and filyer any proof that he was 
1 it is rather a preſumption that he was rich. 
In all ages, they were the rich who were the moſt 
covetous; as well as the moſt oppreſſive. Do 
not rich men oppreſs you? was a queſtion put 
above ſeventeen hundred years ago by a man in- 
ſpired; and the ſame queſtion would be anſwered 
in the ſame manner it was then, were it put in the 
Jage we live in. But neither Achan's rank, nor. 


| tis opulence, afforded him any ſereen * 1 


E 2 


—_ 


public trial, and aN a puniſhment. ft There : 

1s not ſo much as one perſon who ess kis moutk 
to plead for him. Matters go quite differently 

- now. If a Britiſh Achan is half. detected, (which, 


5 indeed, will rarely happen, ) his ſpiends, as guilty, _ 


perhaps, as himſelf, vil ill plead ſtrongly in his be- 


half: he is of noble extraction, will they ſay his x 


family was always loyal; himſelf hath le long { Horry | 

= faithful ſervant to the crown, If it is foreſeen, 
' _ thatifafair inquiry is allowed to proceed, a great 
proportion of the accurſed thing, that is, of the 
public monies, will be found in his hand, they will 


obtain a mandate from the Sovereign, to ſtop all 


further inquiry till the royal pleaſure is known, 


_ which, perhaps, may never happen; and ſo the 


great defaulter keeps, and is allowed to keep, all 
that he had purloined. Thus it commonly fares | 
with our Achan's of rank and opulence: But if 
a poor cottager, groaning under heavy taxes, and 
dreadfully oppreſſed by a ſcrewed rent, or if a 


workman, lleing under the dreadful expectation 


of new corn-bills; ſteals a beggarly ſheep to keep 

in the lives of his ſtarving family; then, then tho 
ſpirit of our judges and lawyers, like the ſpirit of 
a pack of dogs, when a timid hare is ſtarted, is all 
up at once; the law is armed with rigour againſt 
this poor thief; the edge of it is ſharpened, is le- 
velled againſt the neck of this friendleſs, this con- 
temptible offender. But I like not to fay more 

about the different manner in which great and | 
= offenders are treated: it is certainlyſhame- | 

ul, and deeply to be lamented. ] further rexuark, 

from the text befare me, 


5 1 37 8 
„ ehe That hen a warlike nation is leſs Gesel 
in war and appears to be weaker; than it was 
s 1 there ĩs dauſe to fear, that the neigh» 
bouring nations may combine to invade and con- 
quer it. Joſhua is in great fear upon this head: 
O Lord God, what ſhall I ſay, When Urael turn- 
eth their back before their enemies; for the Ca- 
© naanites, and all the inhabitants of the land hall | 
. © hear of it, and ſhall environ us rounds and cut 
© off our name from the earth.“ It was: from 
fear, that the neighbouring nations ſhould com- 
dine to ruin him, that Joſhua rent his clothes, 
and expoſtulated with God: Wherefore/ haſt 
____ © thou at all brought this people over Jordan? 
would to God we had been content to dwell on 
tte other ſide Jordan.“ JORDAN, it excited as 
much fear, at that time, ta croſs the river Jordan, 
as it doth now to croſs the Atlantic ocean. Would 
9 God, ſays Joſhua, we had been content to dwell 
on the other ſide of this river, this ſea, this bed 
of water, rather than be affronted by our being 
defeated and chaſed by the few inhabitants of ſo | 
cContemptible a town; and, by loſing our charac- 
ter of being a military e expoſe ourſelves 
to the danger of being cut off by à combination 
of the neighbouring kings. It muſt, indeed, ſeem 
ſomewhat ſtrange, that kingdoms ſhould com- 
bine to conquer a kingdom that is become weak 
already, either by the operation of natural cauſes, 
or by its own fooliſh projects; ſhould they not 
rather aſſiſt it to emerge again from its weakneſs? 
But if that kingdom hath formerly been dreadful 
) ta thaſe combined * wy A be led o 


= 


+ 


ade Cc. 
the conqueſt of it) from a ſenſe of national ho- 
nour, and of national revenge. Þknowitis mains 
_ tained by ſome, that both heindividuals, andthe 
focieties of men, are miſchievous to their neigh | 
boars; juſt in proportion as they have power to be 
miſchievous. I would fain hope thiat this is not | 
the caſe; and, happily for the honour of human 
nature, T recolle&t one inſtance to the contrary? | 
The Athenians and Spartans were, for ſeveral | 
ages, rivals in power; and yet, when the former 
faw the Spartans likely to be altogether ruined, ä 
they haſtened to their aſſiſtance and deliverance; 
But ſoſhua had good reaſon to fear, that the ſeveral 
tribes of the Canaanites would unite againſt him: 
they had heard that the Iſraelites were given out 
to be invincible; they now ſaw that the inhabi- +" 
tants of a pitiful town, upon which, humanly 
ſpeaking, they were making an unprovoked at- 
tack, were able to overcome them; was it not 
natural to expect, that all the provinees in Ca- 
naan would, with a combined force, fall upon 
theſe invaders, and drive them back z again to the 
other ſide Jordan? But, in modern times, a na» 
tion that has ſunk in its warlike reputation is 
never in ſo much danger of being conquered by 
the neighbouring ſtates, as when ſome of theſe 
ſtates are its rivals in manufactures and in com- 
merce. Here 1s a rational motive; by ruining 
that nation, they promote their own intereſt. 
This, 1 fear, is the caſe of Great Britain. Our 
warlike character is ſunk or loſt, and a rival king- 
dom may avail itſelf of that loſs. In this Ame- * 
rican war, indeed, we have eee ſeveral 
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net, if knew it, would it become mt, on one 
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Beds os drt hide tmerican 1 
two of three provincial foftbe hüt we - 
abundance of bravemen; niatrythillions 
ſure; „ we 

dur character of bra in war 

| ewe pre or ty arty cop 
oy and atemptible. In the-bbginnin . 
campaigu we have Bead Aha lehr 
5 5 fiſhed that year; and ty whether = 
we be abler eo conquer America n 5+ Wis, e | 
we raſtily began the war, is point L do nο ne 


ſuppoſition, to ſpeak it but. We hate oſten heard 
of new manoeuvres/that would produceſomewons 
derful effects; and ſtrokes Have bern threatened; . | 
that would aſioniſt all Europe; but hitherton du 
ring the many years of this expeaſive, tireſome, 
and inglorious War, not n firigle gallant or ſplen- 
did action hatli been performed either by our 
army or our fleet. Indeed, almoſt as little in that 
ſtyle hath been done by the Cbloniſts; but the 
wonder is leſs; for, from that quarter, nothing of 
that kind was, or could well be, expected The two 
contending parties have looked angry; and have 
done little: Is it to be hoped that 9 . ”_ 
agree? "ng 
In my juveaile years, I renicraber ts havs ſeen 
two rich, but angry citizens; run furiouſly to 
meet each other on the public ſtreet; an uncom- 
min fierceneſs ſparkled in their eyes; I trem- 
bled; for I dreaded there would be bloodſhed; 15 


each of them had Aa * with which he aim- 


—— 9 
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-£d:ta:ftrike, but: ſtill kept backrhis hand: | 
of them ſwore. bloodily; that he would inſtantly 
_ wound, and kill, and maſſaere his oponent, till a 
"8 Gentleman, à friend to both, came paſt, who; oy 
_ - ealling;,apba; them to agree, told them, that a 5 


; 
* 
* 


bad abundant ſtrength, and alſo a violent incli- 
nation to maul tach of them to purpoſe;, or, as he 


expreſſed it; to pay them both well; upon Which, 


id nat poffible that there may be one kingdom 


in Europe, France for inſtance, which, after Bri- 
- tain and the Colonies ſhall have not only looked 


angrily, but alſo weakened one another, ſhall have 
| Hrengths and alſo inclination, to conquer them 
both. God grant that; the parent and the. chi- 


deren may ſoon return to live in friendſhip and 
peace; and that the ambitious deſigns of France 


_ againſt Britain and the Colonies may be for ever | - 


diſappointed! Evil, great worldly. evil, hath o- 
-vettaken us; it will be our own fault, if, by God's 


gtace, and our fincere repentance, that evil do 


not turn out to our greateſt, our ſpiritual, and e- 
ternal good. I remark ner. A 1410 
3 8. That it 18 oftentimes advantageous to an 
individual, or to a ſociety, to meet with checks 
in the midſt of proſperity. When a nation is 
marred of ſucceſs in its enterprizes, the patriotic 
Stateſman. is ſet a- thinking, and if the plan of 
war he hath hitherto purſued, appear to have 


been erroneous, he corrects its imperfections, or,, 
like Caefar at Dyrrachium, he lays it altogether | 
_  afide, and ſubſtitutes ſomething better in its 


/ 


j 
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flil intẽ them A RATE 


Commansdel, like Jofhia, exhibits W the rt 4 
_ oro 8 5 Mui 
keldtere do puaify theilfelves; ale 


oy 
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attended with Gappoiatitentlands 
with reſpect 


are 


to individial, Were are ber 
he tac beut ee Ar) Enfterrüpted eon 
proſperity3! adverſity" Sans off: "the mind 


hetvenlyi and divine, We thay Fall 


in hefirſt; In dre other, which are finitely more | 


valuable E it fe nor by one own fault, WE can 
nebel fad. Temptations tb vice! throng ground 


us thicker Ir eres s vittue; and;in the 


kitnè of pro N de are off our guard. "Hay 
had it been 
verſity, been ea AO t — my 
— 9 the career of his | 
om 


iN ties. I now remark; if che laſt place; 
"RX "IRONY 
| is us, are diſappbinted of ſucceſs againſt a 


| Lotte! N (oe og = 


ft Ai; Achau might have | 


en wi be 
Mirae RAG; 
17 : 


_ worldly affeirg,-ahQ) Heth n — 7 
e 


Peron, nes HE, "BY 38. | 


göing to an excel in Hot. 5 be 18 | 

it; that to meet with checks, in thetnjdſt of ſhes. 

_ refs, may be uſeful to individuals, and t ſociec : 
people, aceuſtomed to WY . 


weak enemy, they oe to be aſl of te 5 


oa: Suckeſs.i in war is Rem God; but the proper. 
IX ap dead. it end be. the leſs 


5 4. en 8 1 3 to. 
; tremble; who had fagacity 3 Wolfe 
and ia Hawke to execute hig plans, and under 
e animated adminiſtration; oo officer. dared 
tract the, War, that he, might the longer 
the ane e honour of Command. 
n the other Morse e ation may have been leſs 
e both with reſpe& to plan and to exxeu- 
tion. \ Be that as it may, Ke gs N eee 
uh tailed; of ſucceſh.ng 


== — 8 hens that NES ace 
o their weakneſs., They come to God to receive 
0 direction from him; and God, in 
mercy; tells them how the curſe was-.to, be. re+ 
moved from the camp. And may it not be hoped, 
that, if all, ranks be humbled. = repent, God 
will, in his providence, diſcoyer to our moſt gra- 
cious King, and to his forrowful,confoun d, and. 
penitent Miniſters, how: this war is to be fucceſs- 
fully puſhed, or finiſhed in fuch a manner as ſhall 
be mo for the e of Britain and Kauen Co- 


Jonies alſo; On tbis Faſt- da ve are called upon 
ſend up our fer vent prayers anna cg 
a ſpeedy and cmfortablè end may be put to this 


irkſomè and fuinous American war-. And who 


is he that doth not wiſh and pray for ſo deſirable 
anevent? But all our petitiens for v ondlythi 


even for ſucceſs and victory to our armies, are e | 


to be offered up in ſubmiſſion to the will of God. 
Will we dictate to irffitiite Wild n 
| wreſt the ſceptre of government Gut 0 f God's 


hand? All that is yet done, my, by prudence, 


and a ſeaſonable departure from violent and"co- 
_ ercive meaſures, ſoon iſſue wy reconet ement-and 
peace. But what is yet to ha P Je N great 
conteſt, God only knows: II 

« ſtand, and he will do all his Sleigh We muſt, 


- reſignedly, leave the iſſfue of it to His infinite will | 


dom. We know nothing. For, are we ſure 
that an acceſſion of power td the Crow aid Mi- 


niſtry of Britain will tend té prolong the liberty 
of the ſubject? Are we ſure that ſuch acceſſion 
will not produce an effect ſimilar to that hien 
the Re? of Flanders, and the old of Mexico | 
ragon, when that wealth and gold came into the 


and Peru had upon the liberty 


hands of Charles V. and his 0b Do we pray 


for a greater influx of riches inito-this country? 
But what good effect hath the ſueceſsful trade 


8 4 


and commerce, laid oper to us us by the Union, 


produced upon the virtue or happineſs of the 


bulk of our people? Have not a few only been en- 


riched, and the reſt been born down and oppreſ- 
ſed? Have not moſt of theſe enriched few grown 


By 


2:7 Will we 
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1 
proud, aanigious dhe de handed * 
preſſited Have not-the multitude been wee 
upon, been 8 by x few-rapadigus. maſters, 
and- rendered. more. miſerable than ever? ; * 
- eonquelt of America is, indeed, a grand object; 
and we arg called upon to faſt and 10 pray for it!; 
but we pray for many things which are very 
hurtful to us hen Werget them; and we are 
very far from being ſure that Sad will grant us 
to ſueceed . in this great gonteſt. 
We have heard, that à great Stateſman, who, i it 
was. nomays;haſty:toſpill the blood of our 
inyeterate enemies on the plains of Minden, but 
was well erdugh diſpoſed to purſue coercive and 


ſanguinary -mealures- againſt our revalted bre- 


hren in America, did, not long ago, declare in 
Parliament, that bez at length, ſaw that Great 
Britain could not conquer America; a 
ſhe could, that conqueſt — hrs By the in- 
tereſt of Britain. It is, evident, that if America 
is conqueted at all, it muſt be done either by 
perſuaſion, or by force, or by a mixture of both: 
by perſuaſion, by mild and equitable meaſures, 
ſuch as might have been eſpouſed at firſt, L hope 
a reconcilement may {til} take place: or, if the A- 
mericans are firſt over-awed by the Britiſh armies 
and fleets, and then allured by gentle offers, they 
may be, Fam ſure they ought to be, reconciled to 
the Parent country. To conquer in either of theſe 
ways, would, I think, be for the preſent intereſt 
of Britain. But 1 hy congueft, the noble Lord 
meant mere force, Lam not ſure but we ſhall be 


| + obliged to accede to his opinian: mere forge may 


d that, if | 


„ 
imply a complete ae ee 


could teod to the. intereſt. of Britain L cannot m 


My, life perceixe. The Jews, it is trua, did cam 
pletely exterminate the Canganites ; but they 
were ready themſelves, to the number of two - 
millions, to occupy that narrow vacant;cauntry. . 
Will the Britons, to a man, emigrate to Americt 


and leave this fair illandl a deſert? If wWeextrr 7 | 


pate the Americans, will not {0 kane a country be 
again inhabited? and may not God, in his pro- 


Vidence, have ,permitted the many — = 


ſteps that have been taken, for, many years 

that he might exhibit, and hold up that great gon 
tinent, to the view. of all the world, and to ag» 
grandize a riſing empire, which the ſchemes of 
ſhort-ſighted men pretend to cruſh. and annihi- 
late? Will we. people that wide country from 
Aſia, and from Europe, that is, from Ruſſia and 
from Germany; or other countries, Where the 
Poor inhahitante are oppreſſed? Are we: lure 


will not imbibe the natural principles of liberty 
and independence, on ageount of which prinei- 


1 ill we prevent this by a ſtanding army? I we 
have wealth to keep a great army there, it is evi - 
dent, that, with an army over their heads; a co- 
lony will never thrive, or be of any uſe to the Pa- 

rent- country: 8 will quickly decline, and come 
to nothing, juſt as a bloſſom is blaſted hy a keen 
froſt, or nipped in the bud by a witheripg north 
wind. But why do I try to ſpeculate in this man- 
ner? God hath it in his power to change the 


that theſe ſuppoſed ne inhabitants of America 


we now fight againſt the preſent inhabitants: IE 


: war and to cement them, 1n- the bands of friends 
ſhip; t commonly, this is done flowly, 
— rational motives, and 1 7 e ou 
= tual good u n! 2 12 

The -conteft about Arie 1 bee 
. Britain aims to hold in due and perpetual fubjec- 
the numerous and-faſt-multiplying inhabi- 
tants of a diſtant and extenſive continent, twenty 
__ mes larger than her own European territories: 

. the object in view is certainly great; perhaps, 
there never was an aim equal to it in the hiſtory 
of mankind; and Jet, from too much keenneſs 
to ſucceed in this aim, it is poſſible we may not 
only weaken, but even ruin our native country; 
and this, I think, may, in ſome degree, be occa- 
ſioned by theſe amazing levies that are now-car- 
ried on, by which our manufactures, and agricul- 
ture itſelf, muſt greatly ſuffer,” We have by far 
too few working people already; of this the 
King's ſervants in Scotland are ſo well apprized, 
that, not ſeven years ago, one of them applied to 
the Commiſſioners of che cuſtoms, inſiſting, that 
they would giveorders to the cuſtom · houſe officers 
to ſtop all emigration. He even publicly declared, 
that if any of the poor farmers left their houſes, 

and ſhould travel towards the port, to embark 
for America, he would array the fencible men of 
the county, and drive them back to their dreary - 
abodes. A quite different fyſtem hath of late, 
and all at once, been greedily embraced; and, in 
this northern part of the iſland, it is keenly Pore | 


ſued; 2 at an æxpence that is enormous, 


N - 


and almoſt incred 
buſy, at 7 omg — regim 
be ſent to America. Never was one al ou 
of ſuch keennefs, ſhawn; againſt; 
any of the attemptet they made to conquer 
aud being us under Popery and euer 
"There may; een "oh 
theſe levies, but > is Mot eaſy for an ordinary un- 
dierſtanding to dilcpyer it. It brings on depopu- 
lation at onge. vilgq Rete EN THO « gn“ 
I ſpokęe joy former attempts of Franpe againſt 
Britain. It is juſt now. trongly reported;-thiat a 
new wan is ſogn-40;-be raiſed againſt us by: char | 
' Powerful Kingdom?! 1s it not proper, that 
tain, and America ſhould both chuſe to be juſt as 
they; werg during the laſt French war, Nhen, be- 
ing united in affection, and in arms, they were 
2 match, and mote: than a match, to the united 
powers of France and Spain? Ought not the Ra- 
rent- country antlithe Colonies to enter into a 
and friendly union of any kind Whatſoever, rs 
ther than that either or both thould ye at ĩhe 
mercyi qr be hrgught under the dominiotrof that 
powerful and perfidious. people? Would not the 
Americans flouriſh more and mote, being enrich- 
ed by the Britiſh trade, and powerfully protected 
by 5 Britiſh navy? And ſhould: e 
over 4 few cauſes, perhaps, juſt cauſes of eom- 
plaint, and flee to defend a parent, againſt whom f 
a violent, and, perhaps, mortal blow! is aimed, by 
a determined enemy? And would it be noble in 
| Britons, to be even the firſt to depart from ſtrife, 
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derne — the 
four Nas, and pray that' Reſin 
— dels, af 1 ird parts, 
N O Lora thy povple pete ww 
1 Gt A e Let uſed 
e up out prayers and ſupplicatictis**6'the'divitte 
* Mjettyy for averting thoſs Henry jadgiionts 
hel dur rarifols fins rd Provecitions hive 
= 0&jallly-deferved.”: Ber üs pray; that God 
m bi wur: King and his Counſellors with 
2 Whictis fröm above; that he my 
: fixebeſs to te rhumüne means ufed er th: 
„ u hich: this tedious War in be brvught 
| hs A el; oaturty furtherſthedding of Chriſi 
Ban an blood that the Aer Can MA 
5 — —— hediity and, enrbra- 
eing ait ant equitable offers of betty and peace, 
de dememed into à com plete and laſting fflend- 
ſkip with Great Brituin z cthenſhallall3*the King's 
al fubjects in tlie American provinces be de- 
from vioterice, injuſtibe, afid urbitrary 
Werz! tdien we will be che leſb alar med by any 
en fear, and, by God's helps be able to repel 
the-enproveked inyaſion of our old clicinies; if 
bab o7 50 bas Int 
E friends, itis-nor from 4-vaghs re ort ae 

enk, but by intelligence openly eommuni- 

dro th Hook of Commont by ſome mem- 


My 
3 
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. 1 
| bers of that Houſe; hereby we have beenlad 
formed, that this kingdom is ſoon to be invaded 
| by France, or obliged to defend / itſelf againſt a 
French war. The ſtrength of our fleet, and of 
our army, is now Frets. occupied i in the war a- 
gainſt the American colonies. As ſubjects of this 
antiently free ſtate, muſt we not wiſh, and pray, 
that the kingdom of Great Britain may be for 
ever ſafe and free, defended, as it hath hitherto 
been, by the Lord Jehovah, ; in whom is everlaſt- 
ing ſtrength? but, in our private and perſonal 
capacity, as rational and accountable creatures, 
we are to ſtrive, that, by faith and holineſs, We 
may be members of God's kingdom, his king- 
dom of grace, and his kingdom of glory. Every 
man wiſhes for the proſperity and temporal 
greatneſs of his country; but what conſolation 
will the greateſt degree of ſuch proſperity afford 
to any man, at the awful hour of death, 5 he 
be an ungodly; a debauched, a hard-hearted, and 
fraudulent perſon? The kingdoms of this world 
ſtrive, alas! to conquer each other. Let every 


one of us ſtrive to conquer himſelf, his appetites, 


his paſſions, his ſinful inclinations: he that o- 
vercometh himſelf, is © better than the mighty, ) 
and che that ruleth his ſpirit, is better than he 
who taketh a city.“ If, by faith in Chriſt, We 
have got this victory over ourſelves, we will, 
when the nation is in the tumult of a foreign 
war, enjoy a home ſerenity and peace, the peace 


1908 Sede which paſſeth all underſtanding; a peace 


of which we cannot be bereaved, even whilſt we 
eagerly deſire to enjoy a national peace alſo. 


* 50 1 7X 
75 My brethren, unleſs it be „ repentance, and 
by prayer, (and the prayer of the righteous' a- 
vaileth much.) you 725 do little to bring this 
Far to an end; but you have the conſolation to 
think, that you did nothing to give it a begin- 
ning; none of you were of a revolting r 5 
none of you did, from love of domination, boaſt 
of the bravery of the Britiſh, and the cowardice of 
Americans: you gave no fiery counſels to the 
Miniſtry, nor offered any violent, but enſnaring, 
addreſſes to the Throne, promiſing to ſpend 
your lives and fortunes in this war: fatal Reps, 
fallacious promiſes ? by which Britain and A- 
merica were ſet together by the ears, and drawn 
into that flame in which they have burned for 
ſo long a time; you have not taken of the ac- 
« curſed thing, nor pilfered any of the publie 
revenue, nor taken any bribe to blind your eyes; 
you did not plunder the houſes, or Iiſt and drive 
away the cattle of the innocent; you did not, on 
the theatre of action, embroil airs ſtill ' more 
than they were; nor did you, by your timidity or 
folly, diſgrace your country; you can, With a 
ſafe conſcience, ſay, what ſome Stateſmen and 
ſoldiers dare not ſay, Whoſe ox have I taken? 
© or whoſe aſs have I taken? or whom have I 
© defrauded? whom have. I oppreſſed, or of 
* whoſe hand have I received any bribe? here 
Jam, witneſs againſt me, and I will reſtore it 

you.“ Jou are innocent of this ill- projected 
and ill- conducted war: your conſcience doth not 
XN 3 you for the heavy ſums that have been 


9 


* 1 ou Wie. 3˙ eee 15 IV 


uſeleſely ſpent; the blood 66. — dhoulabts i Þ 
that hath been ſhed; the wretchedneſs of many f 
women who have been left widows; and of 
many children, whoſe fathers have been mangled, 
or drowned, or ſtarved, or ſlain with the ſword . 
To form a ſcheme, by which one innocent man 
is to be killed, is an atrocious crime; to form pre- 
| cipitantly, and from baſe paſſions, and narrow - ; 
views, a ſcheme by which many thouſands Will! 
be puſhed into eternity, muſt 4 4 dead weight 
upon the conſciences of thoſe WhO formed it, 
when they awake, and begin to be ſenſible of 
their -guilt; and, if they are at all ſenſible of 
what they have done, it is a wonder they are not 
forced, from a ſenſe of ſhame, to hide their heads 
from the public view; their caſe is certainly des | 
plorable, till they repent, and confeſs each of : 
them, like Achan: Indeed I have ſinned a- > 3 
« gainſt the Lord God of Iſrael, and thus 'and | 
( thus have I gone; for there is a judgment to 
come, when thoſe who have ik the na- 
tions in blood, who have robbed the fatherleſa, 
and carried off the ſpoils of the widow, ſhall fad + 
trembling before the tribunal of Chriſt, condemn- 4 
ing themſelves, and anticipating the ſentence that f 
is to be paſt againſt them. Lou, my friends, 1 
When you ſhall ſee the ſign of the Son of Man 3 
coming in the clouds with. power and great 
glory, lift up your heads, for your redemption 
diraweth nigh: your hearts are purified by fait 4 
you have not robbed, nor ſtolen, nor __ 5 
Hed; nay, you have relieved the poor, when the 
2k; who ſhould have done * ſhut their 7 i 


Dat 4 


F 


de di * 
e 


* 
5 
. 
r 


JJC TT TT 


A. 
me 
. 


2 
— — x 
LY 


2. 8 3 
5 #4 $5. +> v4 
* 7 * a 
51 * 1 2 
* . 1 A: P „ 
US, 
e 


5 wnecand piled by bn hoe ber fide.» 
Wee things ſhould: Dot-affue: W 
iom and 3 Leu have 
Laren to the will of Göd b | 
tlie Judge of all tlitteafthi wall do 
1:10 rn wort though the Werſt mould | 
4 il whilſt our coaſt is but POI T de? 
_  fended, becauſe great part of our army and fleets 
Are employed in another war, an . French 
* Papiſts ſhould make: good their landing on this 
3 probably a Popiſh Pretender along". | 
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Tochto tar the field againſt your poor American 
brethten, will; af called pon; appear withicous | 
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